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Korea's Roman Catholic archbishop on Thursday (Sept. 20) pledged full support for U.S.
congressional efforts to arrange reunions of families divided between the U.S. and North Korea,
over 1,000 of whom have brought their cases forward.

  

Cardinal Nicholas Cheong met with Rep. Mark Kirk (R-Illinois) who co-chairs the bipartisan
Congressional Commission on Divided Families.

  

More than 1,000 families have reported to the commission that they have family members in
North Korea and have asked for help in locating them. The commission is working with the
Eugene Bell Foundation to document these cases and appealing to Pyongyang to allow these
separated families to unite.

  

Tens of thousands of families are divided between South and North Korea, a legacy of the
national division in 1945 and the 1950-1953 Korean War. Seoul and Pyongyang have arranged
cross-border visits and video conferencing to help them see each other, but Koreans overseas
have been neglected in such efforts.

  

"All too often, we forget the human face of North Korea and the devastating impact the (North
Korean) regime's policies have taken on ordinary Korean-Americans," Rep. Kirk said.

  

The cardinal thanked the commission for its efforts and said he will provide all requested
assistance.

  

"I am very happy to learn about the newly established commission... about the commission's
hopes to help Korean-Americans reunite with their relatives in North Korea," he said.
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